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saleyard is not always newly calved, as cases have been known where this has been done with a view to deceiving would-be purchasers. If it is suspected or stated that the animal is about to calve, it should be examined externally by pressing the closed fist against the abdomen on the right side, the resistance of the calf in the womb being thus ascertained. Practice makes the producer expert in this matter. The calf is more easily felt in old cows whose abdominal muscles are slack, the examination of well-nourished heifers being more difficult.
Defects in Dairy Cows
Dairy cows, when purchased, often exhibit certain defects which cause considerable annoyance and trouble. These are :
(1)  Kicking.
(2)  Hard Milking.
(3)  Milk running from the Udder.
(4)  Swishing the Tail.
(5)  Sucking own Milk.
(1)  Kicking
This is a very troublesome vice which in many animals occurs only at milking times. Confirmed kickers are difficult to cure unless dealt with at an early stage, as the fault is often caused by the improper handling of nervous or timid cows. With such animals, the milker may be injured, the milk pail upset, and its contents lost or contaminated. Kicking in young cows is often caused by pain during milking, and can only be overcome by time, patience, and the eradication of the causal agent. Although a " span " is sometimes used to tie the hind legs together during milking, confirmed kickers should be eliminated from the herd.
(2)  Hard Milking
This is due to the sphincter muscle closing the teat canal, and may be brought abjDUt in several ways. As an instance, animals do not let down their milk so easily for male milkers after having previously been milked by women. Again, in some animals, the cause is the holding up of milk secretion prior to the milk entering the udder. In such cases, the milk does not actually enter the udder, the vessel being flabby and slack. This often occurs in old cows. Further, there appears to be some evidence to prove this defect may be hereditary, the progeny of hard milkers being also difficult to deal with and this is a point to which breeders should pay attention. Cows which are difficult to milk require sympathetic treatment, and it is often necessary to put a hard milker on the animal It will generally be found that such animals are not good milk producers and it is usually advisable to dispose of them..
(3)  Milk running from the Udder
This is the reverse of hard milking, and is due to weakness of the sphincter muscle which controls the exit of milk from the udder being aggravated by the pressure of milk inside that organ. Improvement may * be effected by milking the animal more frequently or by ringing the teat of the quarter affected. Patent clips are also sold for sealing purposes. Collodion is sometimes, used to seal the opening at the tip of the teat.